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Light Rail & Trams, Affordable & Sustainable Transport
“The past we inherit, the future we build ourselves”

”TramTrain does it Greener and Cheaper on lightly used railway lines and in the streets”

Tram-trains and light rail generally have a proven track record of getting people out of their cars
and on to public transport – which is exactly what the Leeds City Region desperately needs.
Starting with this line would of course serve many of the same commuters as the NGT route, the
A660 corridor and take pressure off the nearby A65 too, two of the most congested roads in the
region. It also would allow the fixed link to Leeds Bradford Airport avoiding the need for
controversial road links and an unnecessary ‘parkway station’.
Tram-trains are designed to share tracks with heavy rail vehicles, meaning that the important
Harrogate to London service could still run from Harrogate to Leeds.
A range of key individuals and organisations have been invited to attend Friday morning’s
meeting: All Leeds MPs and all members of the Parliamentary Light Rail Group, TramForward,
which is the campaigning arm of the Light Rail Transit Association, the Yorkshire and Humber
Infrastructure Alliance, and the Leeds, York & North Yorkshire Chambers of Commerce.
Greg Mulholland MP had also called for a Leeds Transport Summit of Leeds MPs, Leeds City
Council and business leaders and this has now been organised for the 10th June.
Greg Mulholland MP, Chair of the Parliamentary Light Rail Group and MP for Leeds North
West said:
"I very much look forward to Friday’s special meeting of the Parliamentary Light Rail Group in
Leeds.
Following the decision to reject NGT but happily to allocate £173 million to Leeds, there is a
pressing need to get transport experts working with the local authorities on the right 21st century
transport system and the Parliamentary Light Rail Group is keen to contribute to this – which is
why we have organised a special meeting in Leeds to help lead the way.
“After all the frustrations of failed schemes and false starts, Leeds remains the biggest city in
Europe without an underground or a light rail system. An underground is out the question due to
cost and the failed attempts to convert road corridors means that the only realistic solution is to
convert an existing train line, which is of course how the hugely successful Manchester Metrolink
got started.
“The obvious and most realistic way to do this in Leeds is to do what Metro and Leeds City
Council favoured post Supertram and pre NGT, which is a TramTrain network for the Leeds City
Region starting with the conversion of the Leeds-Harrogate-York line, a line which desperately
needs electrification anyway.
These meetings are by invitation only, where MPs, Stakeholders etc., within the Light Rail
industry and invited members of the Public will have a chance to discuss debate and raise
questions concerning Light Rail.
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