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| NTRODUCTI ON

Ml NORI TY GOVERNMENTPAarN i aments Act 20MPsi s |

CONTEXT

The fundament al
parl i amentary d
government must
t he House of Co

Il n any gene
t hey wish to
Commons; it
collectivel
government .

|l f one party se
facing MPs 1is b
But in the even
no party secure
arithmetic pres
conundrum: who
and should ther
The answer to t
through a compl
conventions, | a
political calcu
mo o d

There is guidan
should govern i
Parl i ament i ncl
the Fixed Term

The Cabinet Ma n
document , dr awn
bringing togeth

cannot ignore or depart f
unl ess they are willing t

Principhegwihgt Be Badse Ahdo%h ne
emocracy i grihgt pLP®r addresses
commandg  hlye pgonfiiathem¢e a®f the 2

mmons .

government will be f or mec
in office. I't plots a r oc:
electioRohRe REIRPbGaYOl@shuRs K WRE
present ptRemg,i %aqh%oﬁ?%§(?,°fand r
then fogeth %%?I?Ia?n%%?%rvpﬂatt%s c
termine shhgel daRTIKLEYcREstRE gove
Part two of the paper the
cures amMabeihkyy gbherahmeht¢e mi ght
oth cleph and MEREONELRGE Hilgalhn
t "'OWheard@)‘r‘\n%a??rila'm%'ﬁ“f%try process
s Tameoutkihghty  Pajheh! the work of
ents po'Cotm'm‘M'ni"%ﬁ‘stI‘f"c‘?t(gha?‘mber iand
nf,i n

t®@sult of
efore gQbueeP?Ament .

hat question wil/ be determined
ex nexus of constitutional

ws and precedents, party

| ati ons and gauging of the publi

ce and rules to resolve who
n the event of a hung

uding the Cabinet Manual and
Parl i aments Act.

ual i's a government
up by the civil service,
er their understanding of the

¢ aws, conventions and rules on the operation
of govedlintmeinst .aut horitative but it has no
|l egal force. I n contrast the Fixed Term
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HI STORI CAL COMPARI SO
PRECEDENTS

Since 1900 the UK has d4946&ri d9@28d 3929, Feibruar

years of coalition or @ gemierwlgeVvecnmemt fail ec
victory for a single par:t
Coalition government tends to emerge 1in
response to a national Oonrifsive. ofnth@3% a@amdazdd b
a coalition was formedgioveremgeonsé ot o oaved; t he
financial <c¢crisis. In 1CTbhsendabd P& ma coamd liittiioon -
was formed in the inteias2®1O0®f nati onal uni ty
amidst world war. They have all been for med,
with the exception of tmaf oum 2010 heprei éi vieo i &
gener al el ection not afgbererintment and Pri me Mini
i mmedi ately clear: 1923,

On si x oikckxarsuarmnys 1910, abedc e2ndblelr.

JAN 1910 DEC 1910

Rejectio Libee al Party under Herbert Asquith

pbeopl dudlgetf orms government with the support of

|l eads to |ell €¢dbleiiosnnh Nationalists

192 1929

The Conservatives | ost th@nrt hmag ooddgysiaantthleke Labour Pa
December general el ectionbbtutt lwer@orsderdvatihwes secured
|l argest party. Pri me Miniwdteea. SThaem|lieycumbent Pri me Mini
Bal dwin remained in officebdloow)simxewiegkesd, and Labour f
choositngdRtac | i ament in or dwert ht oL itbeesrta l Party support. B a
whet her his government codié dl icroendnatna ¢ dhres i d gng a d

confidence of the House otffhe&€olmmbearsal Party f, bel
However, it became clear that i tt hcaotu |lLd ongodtd ® eAanm gaem
to the moti &n Admrdrtelses Kviareg passedbenh2miliating. Th
January 192dtdec|l auirnguty to regmpeectrfnunelnt d wksmietd ars un
to Your Majestydtipateseémur aMdaji setgd olbave fi nanci al c prompt
not the confi d&iBad dofi nt hies i Howesdecae@ét i on of a government of na
Labour formed a government underuntihtey liena dfeurgsunsitp 1093 1 .

Ramsay MacDonald (above) with the support of the Liberal

ur

Party. Nine months | ater MacDonald called another gener al
el ection after he |l ost a vote on an issue of confidence.
Bal d@wvi @onservatives were frasmt urned with 412 seats

increase of 154; Labour | ost 40 seats and the Liberals | ost
118 seat s& sSBtarladtwegny of showing the country that it

was the Liberals who had put Labour into office paid

di vidends.

Hansard Society: A



MI PARLI AMENT MI NORI TI ES
Mi nority gover nment s -Pharvlei aan
foll owi ng deédleeccttiiomns loas sbeys .
for exampled CohseMapbri ve
majority but | imped on to
three months | ater. [
government | ost its mi
of fice unti.l Mar ch 19°
month period between |
1978 by a for mal pact
APRI'L 1976 FEB 1997 2010
James Ca& |l bghanuar John @®&ajor David Cé&meror
® government | oses m&€poaseryai h@e @Conservative
House of Commons government | oses forms coaliti
‘ majority in House of government wi
Commons | Li beral Democ

1974
The incumbent Conservatives secured four fewer seats than I
(0. 8%) . Labour was just 17 seats short of a majority, but |
The incumbent Conservative Prime Minister, Edward Heath, r ¢
to put together a government that could command the confi deé
government of national unity was broached but quickIly dismi
Jeremy Thorpe but broke down on &t bod fiegs w& &fo Spleaadtteacrea lo nr a fhe
i ssue was deemed insufficient&irelleicdhtonofr gesdtigudariety of
six million votes secured only 14 seats. rvative \
Ul ster Unionist MPs but again talks coll a it becart
accept i f the offer was extended to al/l 1 of the |
group, including the Rev |l an Paisley, whi have i mpl
establ i skehdarponwgerexecutive in Northern I|re / bl e to p
Heat h resigned and Harold Wilson became Prime Minister, he:
government . It went to the country nine months | ater in Oct
seat s.
Hansard Society: A Numbers Game 7



PART 1: FORMI NG A GO

WHAT DGEGMMAND

CONFI| DEGMMERA N ?
To enjoy the confidence
Commons does not require
government command t he
of a majority in the Hou
combination of parties
against it.
Il n 2017, 650 MPs will/l
A simple majority wild/|
to secure 326 seats.
However, in practice,
needed as the Speaker
Speakers will not vote )
casting vote is needed t 1d Sint
Fe&dn MPs wi | | not take their seats
Depending on how many Sinn Fein MPs are
returned (there were florbrs?%kltrr]\% H%SQUtPatrE%]etm%?
. . c cC Oomma the con |genc
potentially a majyortihtuys %J?G éust %%2
t her wi || be several opt
enough.
the party | eader concerne
I n reality the arithmetical requirement will be
even more fluid for overﬂ?OTsegaoverwnlIflrolmkeln)]/'nl:
taken by the Liberal Democha'ttsh,outth Yoot tfidhIem
Nati onal Party (SNP), PlaldanCOytmhreur, ptahretyG’reens
and the other parties from Northern I|Ireland.
1 To govern as a minor
A party could govern with tPh3SIisSupShloran ot fa0 oMl
315 WMRbthough the nearer t hdeSy®PBEUE gl izhgnce and
and above the easier life widfeeaektly opeeooy jHor
Parliament in the years ahel%tldher parties;
Everything will depend o tThoe esSithagh! igsh tay nfeqrimna
the election result: the nuOib rOfpofMosredy t0sf stelcey ro
by each party and how those seats accumul ate
on the-leéentreghtraxis.

Hansard Society: A



THE | NCUMBENT PRI METHh®l NiaStT EsRiich exampl e was

STAY OR GO? Lord Salisbury in 1892.
secured more seats but S ¢

|l f no party wins an ouPF{bﬁF Hwﬂfb 3/} gRYEFPENME

constitutional obligatPBRANgMelqtp} %W@FQW St
resfgn. had the poI|t|caI advant e
demonstrating that the Li
Indeed, if the outcome98YCIRAMeRfelpP| ¥nw|LEh the
unclear the Prime Mini NEFOBALLUPFESremain in
of fiitcoe ensure adherence to the
constitutional principWé"EtMaWI e R/I'%Bé—étﬁ/MlﬁwNJt
never be without a constitutional adviser and ¢
gover ninienrtti | such ti me Talke tQesSBeeeliign schedul
can be advised who canPtémmand #£feJune, Il ess t}
confidence of the HousPabti epmmbnseassembles or

The incumbent Prime Mi AtstbBp ptaehtpfladnew Par
fne@Rarl|l i ament and testi MR@rét8nti aenpcedygfres neec
the House of Commons tbheebte@wBRbPhePfthBPeWhste
sufficient support to WhhbPecCRBFI fHi B8nt hARuUE! BF
of fice. The key parliambBehi9ntestthe HReakefet

on the&QWeerech. Commons; the appro®wal of
el ection and his | aying
As such, she has the r MBPBt t@n ctipepn ta nagn & oy Ml Oathb t
administration but, asPth¥iocfgpteleetHManalln a ce
states, is expkctiedbeobmé&slghds Commi ssioners i
clear that it is unlikkpydso BBdabhe sWeabmmint
that confidence and there is a clear
alter@ative The procedures initiating

Speaker and his approval

The point at which thi MomamehAt i arvotvartheg EBy¥erc
reachedi igédepéendent oFPOtvEgéeE®Eimmerogative powers
party arithmetiactygnd afPpanaeeto the process wol
negot ifaatnidoniss ul ti mat elSy0 Vae rfgal e Mi fs$d ohh avhi ch w
Pri me aniwdgﬁgment_ not be granted unl ess it
the two main parties.

Foll owing an election there is no modern

example of a Prime MiniT8eePrpemaPpnPhgswarabf NDcE
to meet Parliament as €fRBAdUeh@Edro¥YertREVEEAbNE:
| argest party. Sspeeded up by swearing T

Hansard Society: A Numbers Game 9



FORMI NG A GOVERNMENT

overnight. How it is d : )
Speaker. However, by | /B
vote in the House unl e’
taken the Oath-iand p,»','

Parliamentary Oaths Ac |
votes, or sits during il

t hey ar-enswwi Inl be subj
penalty, but more 1 mpo

vacad adt he same manner
d e &4

|l f the parties desired more time for negotiatic
and wished to @eBpgetheéfRepen Queen does not at-t
could do so in accordadMderwisshwoblhédl®e7del i ver e
Prorogation Act but thiCommosglsdomeqsir erabfbit tyh ¢
Royal Proclamation on tHohesadwifcéoofdst i BaPoinegs
Coun'ci | . election). The LdfdyeCoimmr

t hem iinaltsoot apjr esi ded over

THE STATE OPENI NG Oprocedure for the dissol

PARLI AMENT: WILL THBRPQUEERNI will preside
ATTEND? new Parliament on 13 Jun:¢e
Il n the eve arttmarte'mttieRtoiboends aanrdeseated on the
m g al'hrone afnd ®OWo onlosta cbke, i ng ¢
not complete and the o tcorl’r_‘le 0 the vot e %t
. or Her Majesty to e per
the conclusi o&n Sdeddle rQaumainns
. thi s dtar%/e){1 ar e ergpowered
in the balance, Her Majest)(1 m % t be adwvised
: Pat e under 1t he Ergat S
not to appear in person, to qellv.er .t he d reMs.s
. ao al .thlnvg mdam}derwajc
and the State Opening cer%monlal oul t hus
t o e done o® plart Mapeshi
be reduced. .
Parl i@ment
However, in 1924, whenTthe id&ntﬁ)ﬁ on th% ATE
government remained und drf aRWEHS P RECGH REB;
the State Opening, Kin& FolrEj)cEN\pEstplFl THE HOU

attended and delivered the Address. Her
Maj esty the Queen has d&€e &OoNnégaé d80{Hrehesg uigse na
Opening of Parliament &68Tjtode i REUNOERS §hé me |
during her reign: in 199%e€efWHe€RMtshe was
expecting Prince AndreRptaeged 1688 owheni §9ethe

was expecting Prince EQ@Walddne of their proposeq
the government could pr oj

10 Hansard Society: A



Address, even restrictingoifferoocardéabaté eand an}

vote on the formation of &dogovérn@emtci ofust ISP e«

wi shed. Majesty has addressed

of Parl ®dament

How many days are spent debating the

Address is also a matté®©n ftde pPpeaudgovenanmentay of

They control the Order SPapei ngn’@nwWi®plpd8d v ii a0 m

the Speaker how many daysstiheyewi sasmdt oot ed upoi

all ocate for it. debate, a further Opposi:t
considered, although, tir

Il n 2015 ther é&d evleatee sonx Stpleeak er has t he power to

Qued&n Speech-6 Dawyer2d hfouwmet her amendment s.

af fairs abrd tjauisnt iicheeahehwor |l d

and social care; devol $tiaondi agd Ogdewt B3awases s e\

Britain; and the economypynsequence, the taking ¢
Mot i on pemutlhte maweai daday was

This year, the debate pseschedllyedbserbedi msom

19 June and f

conclude wun I

gover nment

h
i it is arfullel Addpesstmawnlnotr ms
ti 27 Junenoltf beheoisde i et y oodetbhlae
iI's not cl ealAdbefresei nheuAddoeass diaty ;
will, on this timetabl &g tRygsinetd bhe lmnadwm @t i
the end of Ju

ne at thepeawulitesntate day vote. Ho\

agreed it is possible the

However, the option remaiuhs bdbpesutspenikhed i n or

government to schedul edebamerantdhaomtewon | ust
days of debate on the Address so it could be

despatched as early asTh: Jomnesi t eshat hwasiur abi

desired, and possibly @admome sdawntifonth8B8ue wast!l

agreement to suspend Smasdi dgfOidet $. i s the fi:

moti on: It i s easier for
The House debates the Addreswgemnh hehet o oppose t
foll owing motion presenbedoby t me f Gadoearmeontdneeanct |

(4

@dhat an humble Addrketstbe pnesmbéertd Pri me Mi

to Her Majesty, as ftolesewyot®esti t wil/l not
Gracious Sovereign, rWejgyYyatui oMajoéstnwesgover:
most dutiful and | oyal subjects, the

Commons of the Unitélodw€kvegdomaei ng met Par |l i
Great Britain and Nonabéentbrdleaodstirate suj
Parl i ament assemblegrogegmmeaveé htogover nment

(7]

Hansard Society: A Numbers Game 11



FORMI NG A GOVERNMENT

demonstrably failed topcomgmammet h®@r gover nment
confidence of the Housédaybnosudlebate on it. The
circumstaakeamdidcorkst i ttiuhtei cemadl. I n 1892, however
convention suggest thid$losbBbeulddd padpobset lmesecorl
resignation of the goveasmeémen Boettephied.i s only
a convention based on past precedent and
accepted norms of behavifort hienPpi enei MMdusi ster doc
circumstances. Compliahoél wiwti mgaacodevemti om t he
is voluntary,; it is not |l egally enforceable.

The Opposition would al mc

f Prime Minister f®simahs Mool oowionmg N@ Conf i
defeat on the Address government. When this wol
woul d be a matter for the

—
=5
(9]

Upon her resignation tkentmnoumbhederet aPt omati on of
Mi ni ster would advise thav@uneéewmnt woaualdl relgeir e
Leader of the next | argeést hpaetyltiestopmomstshédl e
government . reason the government sol
consideration of it the ¢
This government would metesaaeytocpli tiheias an
own | egislative programmeefroiSwamndi hgr Order 24.
consideration i n &t hSep efechmuef ta Qeeamred but wol
't would be for the remantley iomstahfedence as i
government to decide whetshbsttothaee matnew.
Address: iif it did so, it would be done without

the attending ceremoni 8utpi dviasiNonLonfiatdénce m
usually accompany the Adgpt é s tGhhya tg atahtiismfgH ¢ thsee h
State Opening of Parliawmemfht de@r et htns @levw amdiamnerstt \
occasions when a governhnmemnt as$l|l beaen be an i mme
defeated on the Addres®afiomamexamphd angetde&6al

1892, and January l1l924hnatvkeebematdble kkase i n t he

never returned to Parliament to deliver a
second Address. l nstead, under the 2011 I
Parl i aments Act ;datghoeolei nwg
Il n 1924, when the incurobdogetr i Bdi cher Mngi sshech t he
Stanley Baldwin, resigneg fBoldl 6 wirmgathew gover:
carrying of an amendment to the Address,

Ramsay MacDonald becamd@hPsi meebdi miost emvol ve a
and there WwWasSprechki hy ahet haboparty. The i ncuml
Party that Session. Ratctbet dt he coeaewteR thiatpes iutnsdelr
Mi ni ster outlined the kheayptdaepikitfeaidtefrb enliiseved it

12 Hansard Society: A



the co
pract.i
i kel y

I f by
gover
moti on
t hen i

—
>
(0]
—
@D

Ther
t he
wi ||
conju
t hi
Fi xed
requi
t he e
has ¢
t
r
C
i
[
.
i

(7]
> O
nw S5 T O

c o

N o
gov
its
wor di
conf i
gove
ear | i

® O
®® O & 5 O 5 T O S5

nfi dence
ce, howev
out come.

the -dag p

nment has

of conf i

of the pPoopesed @whiserwayi veEngove
er, thigetstpkebabFyitke | east

A handover to a new gover
Ertbd a4d4onfidence was to be test
emergedhand ao eanpki place befor e
dence hdaybeéelowpabsedwbol dt wor Kk

t will take overrisks the farcical possit
win the confidence moti or
motion of confidangenesapastedfii bhewith ¢
wi || be a secondggepenmkeneéel eat pbace that
a few days before.
is, however, a technical drafting error
t that may causeWdadne WTHEFREUuUBEDeAs B CO
ave to be resolveENyRANE EPREETESON?
ction with the parliamentary authorities
tage is ever rea%hsﬁe Ihe wATgiparet ERF
Term Parliamentsg bndPgehbrafr BYection «
es that the_fo"PWkEQ PREsogelr BRSaEdaR)
d of the Xhiod ikg B‘é?\?gmentary ter m.
nfidenced i@o vHeerdn r]testy
er wording 1is perml efd aﬁa‘sefﬂﬂlclh(:lta REW: o
ment would need to e df'r?étmeldhlb§f|96l?se has
nfidence was tested; Snfnloden&é‘ |rbntllh§r Ma
g of the motion W°”|d GOV BmddhPdassed in
ence was reposed in tllfc?uéélcdjfmb@@r%mons by

me nt t hat
r conf i de

 poLLNG
STATION

had ju§t betﬁé‘j&@lte)?t§ﬁjdolnft\plth
hce motion r(f‘é)hser ﬂ@ad]O\}é‘r‘enment
formed and gained a
confidence from the

2) On an expliidchat mohadro
shall be an early pa
gener al O6idlheec tHioaurs e o0 f
Commons votetshi bgs a

majority of al/l MP s
seats (so 434 out of
early gener al el ecti

3) The Act i s amended,
repl aced.

Hansard

Soci ety:

A Numbers Game 13



FORMI

NG A GOVERNMENT

l't is currently a matteheofPadébhamenitn redgal namcg
parl i amentary circles goveonweaeat het at @geal of
the Act would be sufficient. Some argue that it
cannot simply be repealSedtiag tksede wihlel timomng
example, be no | egal ptoerei ovms$s | i heexi st émecent d
bring the current Parlipaméntstdboanaensecasndt e e
Act repealed the previomsthegirsifaniaocegowaadnivio
the end of a Parliamenbfséheomijion plhaetle@s5 may
Septennial Act. Howeveprockeber ofardeetti amgt me ne\
contrary that repeal wotake meame MmMoetpisevi ous
position would be restored and no further
|l egi sl ation would be né&gdeeTd: DIt FeF EHREWCIEFO DOE S
request an election wouwldypaptogmagmcelalRY 1T £ MENT
back to _the Pri me MlnleFAeKrE?the Roygl |
Prerogative would be reinstated having been in
a state of suspension &%% %%? gb%%%%?%s?&h%h?sé
and other changes SUChaar‘\%I td[ﬂgss%luo?%%r?lh%.? had
the |ifetime of a PaT?l pament Wuld' 88 érMgled!
What ever the outcome of this debate it is 1ikel
to be contentious as tkPeiorheéno RO, es har &€r i me
unli kely to want to resther powlee poedieoes mpoei ti
which gave the Prime Midnissobéwtiba pdw@art o ament
determine the date of dhgedMetalemoeedi dmi s powe
that each Parliament woul
| f there is to be a segemad genéodl uval essi omet loi
year , it wild.l not be helud!| guwiedkliwn. thEherENeéoOouUGT
Registration and Adminpsbobrvadiog Aor 20l1l2améadge el
provision for | engthening the gener al el ection
ti metable from 17 to 2%udapner , npriiomnchtodi20dl i f
weekends or bank holidaged eabepeods nSppecoauie lkoar o n
timing of the dissolut Bongef , Psulkchamenefamat wa:
election will thus takefplaaoé¢i@aenaemi nihmumoihisee
weeks | ater but possibby tbhegersifgnabhéoa afet he
intervening '"Bank holidawe. calling of a gener al
And a second gener al eHeoweven, mayhwendtct has char
necessarily resolve themopolintiecxal igi oblyemsfi agi t
the parties. I n OctobeAci®Adt fbrseMampéehas nc
Labour secured a major iHey oI e@ave roifimsemt osve at ana
that it subsequently | o$tcomfing@niceke AcumrmSeEeO0OTs ¢
14 Hansard Society: A



vot e, unl ess it includes$ etcihcewunl dvoda sso iisn at he Kk
confidence issue and cafhtlkeri magsabotut peheod of t
downfall of the governmeont her el ection in order
maj ority. This option is
This wil/ make | ife easobePrime Mimisodoersytoday,
government as it can | Ma@é susececssssinomseafuri ng |
votes on a ranmgel odi ng Jutee 2017 demonstrates tl
Budgeatnd its survival nee dd mme ibfe -paptg agr eemsrt
threatened providing it can win should a
confidence motion ever SlFeATNIS BI\e@T E S WHAT
COUNTS?
However, the Act does not prevent the Pri me
Minister choosing to tpgatsghmbssye ?as%|wamh%$
of confidence and reSign'Bir'%ng't%@O%htat ot her
confidence motion bein%etﬁlﬁliﬁgue she so
wi shes. I f she concludes, from soundlngs
around the House, thatrghe hags hashehl® on thre
confidence of the Housg§ggWy nanlgzsgs’uelg%hle % & e b
choose to go. But in dghng,88 btcWsibnNPhe okt
a general election; th%e%?@,‘,’eﬂb'to'f‘hiesmbg?tvtoltq%s
outgoing Pri me MiniSteEa\@,’iel,lh%%\é\/%?,ttﬂﬂeQH??'ﬂer
to call the Leader of Blé‘?wggﬂof'n'éi?Q/otﬂ]aﬁﬂr@a?t
new government . l ess
On the one hand the Aciihaferogdysed | &Reion del |
Pri me M npoweerr in relatresnultto itnhet etrirﬁ%i % the al
of a gener al eleCt'O”'v%i”eso'f‘hblﬁei?tm?flh@'f‘?'lilt
has served to stren-'g-th%ﬂatmlagreé?cyhiev«ﬁo\ﬁisﬁ of
vis Parliament as the outcome of votes in the
House of Commons matteys %‘?S?a'i?ga%hto'f’"f‘noifta m:
did previously. Lost V%?%%t%@tlﬁ%imf)le?tio?ns%'éttsr
Budget may sap aUthoriVCYJml?nB'hsWidlolesn?]totb%dvantag
terminal for a governmgnb. syufficient MPs in ot}
hostile to it.
It may al so make the p[A\o?)%?([:ty %%ymis'i]%f'ltol}‘ly S e
government rather thantﬁ%ahiartiig'ﬂalle%%te but if
appealing in the futureg,Prift Pesthg| Bt ofabParl
| eader becoming Pri me M'n'&ir%zt%'f §Eartgetlaeﬁﬂo?fner
a minority'fgor/eenmmptecaﬁﬂbf)lgommand the conf i c
Wil son after the Februg*yc%%kgngeﬂﬁqggs they c:¢
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PART 2: PARLI AMENTAR
PROCEDURE: HELP OR H

DOES | T MATTTER IAREVOonversely, however, minc¢
LOST? the past have been abl e t
authority by calling a cc¢
the threat of a general ¢
vote was |l ost. Thus, in I
t he Callaghan government
to 283) on a motion on it
called and won a confi der
day (300 to 290). Similar
Maj or called and won a c
to 229 despite having | oc¢
social chapter of the Ma:
to the Fixed Term Parliar
overnment WI|| not have
Recent majority governlg$|gn;o§”t9/a léepte Yl
|l ost votes but continued in off ice; the same Wi

apply to a minority ent r xa
Tony @&llaabour governmeanHA-g fA‘BOQ/Ete 0 I_POUSE
tuition fees while DaV|LoOF%3[21§18ron failed to win

the vote on proposed military action against
Syria inl5hkRarlbDil®&ment . Debate about the identit)
pott ection is focused on
Bet ween the February ahfteocoohédeacecoifohHej hlol
1974 the minority Labolun @é6@&rnm&nf ungddi onza g
di visions but continue@etni épfie€di SHaAVIi NG R6® I
the election with a maHOMISEyOobf LOG&E -t hree in
October 1974, it went on to |l ose a further 42
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No government will wanCongegy@gti NgaPr@riseosa0l I

votes, sapping its stréndemRead@nauchessOEgnNCWRA®E
will really matter is DP&&oggahsyotel gaftfhielniodBt0e¢
no confidence, but evebhhenh&Htregdsd WKl PonFetraipe!
fatal for under the Fi®ReMmortépmi papnNdaMMésterAadni
|
e

=}

it owi l odbaeyn puepr iao dl 4d u rlidn gs ewehtisc hb et ween t hem.

confidence in the government might be
reconfir med. Notably, the SNP does not

opposes an unelected sec:
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