All Party Parliamentary
Light Rail Group
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Trams, a catalyst for Clean Air, Connectivity, Jobs & Growth
Light Rail (UK)

A Further £33 million COVID-19 support funding announced for light rail and trams in the
North and the Midlands.
Government announces additional funding to support tram and light rail operators during the
coronavirus pandemic.
From:
Department for Transport, HM Treasury, and Baroness Vere of Norbiton

Part of Support for businesses and self-employed people during coronavirus
News story Published: 20 March 2021




further government support to ensure local transport is available to those who need to travel.
takes total support for Nottingham, Sheffield, Newcastle, Blackpool, Manchester and Birmingham
light rail systems to nearly £200 million.
funding comes alongside over £1 billion provided to support local bus services throughout the
pandemic.
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A further £33 million of emergency coronavirus (COVID-19) funding has today (20 March 2021) been
provided to support light rail and tram operators during the pandemic.
Operators will receive emergency funding of up to £33 million over the next 11 weeks, building on over
£160 million in funding that has already been announced by the UK government for light rail and trams
during the pandemic – and taking the total support so far to nearly £200 million.
The funding will support operators as they continue to face reduced revenues caused by low passenger
numbers. It will ensure these vital services remain viable for the future, as the country prepares to ease
lockdown restrictions and people start travelling more frequently.
Transport Minister Baroness Vere said:
As the country opens up in line with the roadmap out of lockdown, we want light rail and tram services
to be available to passengers and running as normal.
That is why we are continuing to fund these vital transport systems, ensuring that they’re available now
and are ready for people to use when restrictions ease.
Chief Secretary to the Treasury Steve Barclay said:
At the start of this pandemic, we promised to do everything we could to support people and businesses.
That includes making sure our country’s vital infrastructure is running for people who rely on it – such
as key workers and those travelling to schools.
Today’s funding means thousands of people across the north of England and the Midlands can continue
to travel on public transport when they need to, and that trams will be ready for when the country
comes out of lockdown.
Funding will be provided for the next 11 weeks, with a review of the need for further funding for these
systems taking place before the end of that period.
Before the pandemic, more than 119 million journeys were taken by light rail or tram each year on
systems outside of London, highlighting the importance of these transport networks across the north
and Midlands.
DFT
Rail media enquiries
Media enquiries020 7944 3021
Out of hours media enquiries020 7944 4292
Switchboard0300 330 3000
2

Supported by
The Light Rail Transit
Association

This meeting by invitation only, where
MPs, Stakeholders etc., within the Light Rail
industry and invited members of the Public
will have a chance to discuss debate and
raise questions concerning Light Rail &
Trams.

Secretariat provided by Light Rail (UK), Warrington, Cheshire, England, United Kingdom WA4 6UE

Light Rail (UK)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88583315083?pwd=RzU0RWxoQTA2SnQ5aU
RFZnhaY3dTdz09 Meeting ID: 823 1535 3311 Passcode 394740
Mr Jim Harkins FCILT Tel 01925 740675, 07721378223 www.applrguk.co.uk Email jimh@jimmyharkins.com

RSVP jimh@jimmyharkins.com

.

supports this.
meeting with volunteers
Contact www.lrta.org for further details.

Next Meeting.
28th April 2021,
Details to follow:
-

